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NYSM Archaeology Collections

ÅArtifacts left by peoples of NY over the last 

13,000 years

Å Ice Age through early 20th Century

ÅNative American peoples, Colonial & later 

populations

NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF CULTURAL EDUCATION     Museum  ה Library ה Archives ה PBS ה School of the Arts 

West Athens Hill site

Greene County

Paleoindian stone artifacts

13,000-12,500 years before present



NYSM Archaeology Collections

Å5 million artifacts & specimens

ÅMaterial record that provides unique 

insights on the human past of New York

ÅCurated for all New Yorkers 

NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF CULTURAL EDUCATION     Museum  ה Library ה Archives ה PBS ה School of the Arts 



Uses of Archaeology Collections: Educational Programs

NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF CULTURAL EDUCATION     Museum  ה Library ה Archives ה PBS ה School of the Arts 

ÅEducational programs 

for visiting students 

(NYS Learning 

Standards-Social 

Studies)

ÅPeople of the 

Longhouse: 

4th Graders



Uses of Archaeology Collections: Educational Programs

NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF CULTURAL EDUCATION     Museum  ה Library ה Archives ה PBS ה School of the Arts 

ÅEducational programs 

for visiting students 

(NYS Learning 

Standards-Social 

Studies)

ÅNative Peoples:

7th / 8th Graders

Ice Age Hunters exhibit 

Native Peoples Hall

(based on West Athens Hill site 

excavation)



Uses of Archaeology Collections: Educational Programs

NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF CULTURAL EDUCATION     Museum  ה Library ה Archives ה PBS ה School of the Arts 

ÅEducational programs 

for visiting students

ÅKahnawake Survival 

School (Mohawk 

reserve, Quebec)

El Rancho-style Pipe

Otstungo site

Montgomery Co. 

ca. AD 1475-1525



Uses of Archaeology Collections: Exhibits

NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF CULTURAL EDUCATION     Museum  ה Library ה Archives ה PBS ה School of the Arts 

Fort Orange Site 

Collection

ÅFort Orange trading 

post: 1624-1664

ÅState Historic Trust 

excavations, 1970-

1971 

Å1st urban 

archaeological site in 

Albany

Å2016 transfer of 30,000 

artifacts to NYSM


